ERIC P. NEWMAN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

400 WASHINGTON AVENUE 
P.O. BOX 14020 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 63178 


October 7,1970 


Mr. H. Joseph Levine 
5375 Duke Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 223Qk 

Dear Mr. Levine i 

I have a suggestion with respect to acquir- 
ing Lot No. 129, being the Lallenand token with 
the obverse of No, U716 and the reverse of #Hl9. 

Since it belongs to /ou, I am enclosing 
the same item with #ii20 reverse and, as a profit 
to you, a very rare half dime token from 3t. Louis. 

This ought to be good for both of us. 

It was a pleasure talking to /ou and I am 
sorry I did not meet you when you were in 3t. Louis. 

Sincerely yours. 


SRIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


•‘Specializing in Civil War & Merchant Tokens” 

H. JOSEPH LEVINE 

Dealer in Rare Coins 

5375 Duke Street 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 23304 
(703) 751-0733 

Oct. 15, 1970 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I have enclosed my lot 129 for your approval, I am returning 
the Wilson half dime token as it does not particularly interest me. I would 
much prefer something in the nature of Civil War, Hard Times or political tokens. 
If you have none of these to trade and cannot suggest something else, I would 
consider some boot to conclude our transaction. I will trust your judgment as 
to the amount. An afterthought - I would also be interested in St. Louis World's 
Fa i r mate r i al . 


I will look forward to hearing from you and receiving your 
bids in subsequent auctions. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


October 20, 1970 


Mr. H. Joseph Levine 
5375 Duke Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 2230U 

Dear Mr. Levine: 

In your letter of October IS » 1970 you indi- 
cated you would enjoy, as the boot to the exchange, 
St. Louis World’s Fair material. 

I am enclosing a beautiful uncirculated 
St. Louis World's Fair medal, in its original case 
and wrapping. I hope it gives you much pleasure. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS. CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBIECTS 


“Speciauizing in Civil War & Merchant Tokens” 

H. JOSEPH LEVINE 

Dealer in Rare Coins 

5375 Duke Street 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22304 
( 703 ) V51-0733 

January 25 , 1971 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I cam across this unusual token from 
that you might have an interest in it. If so, please 



St. Louis and thought 
send me back something 
Fair token. Many thanks. 




703 354-5454 


H. Joseph Levine 


6204 Little River Turnpike 
Alexandria, Virginia 22312 


February 24, 1987 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

As the organizer of the TAMS Symposium at ANA this year, I have 
chosen the topic of Exonumia Issues related to the Confederacy. 

In speaking with a number of people about this and doing some 
preliminary readings, I realized that there is nothing written 
that has brought together under one literary roof this rather 
wide collectible area. I have decided to attempt to do something 

about this. 

I understand that you are the owner of one of the four original 
Confederate halfs. If you do not mind sharing the information 
with the public, I would be interested in knowing the pedigree 
of your piece and its precise weight. A good photo would also 
be appreciated (which I would gladly pay for) . 

To be frank, I am rather a novice in this area - but I do possess 
some research skills. Other than what appears in the AJN and other 
standard reference sources, do you have any helpful information on 
the following pieces; 

1. Confederate half 

2. Confederate cent 

3. So-called Confederate Half Dime 

4. So-called Jefffteson Davis Dime 

5. So-called Beauregard Dime 

6. Confederate Seal electrotypes 

7. Davis Guard Medal (Sabine Pass) 

8. Stonewall Jackson ’’Blockade) Medal 

9. Southern Cross of Honor 

10. Confederate Re-Union Medals and Badges 

I greatly appreciate any assistance you can give me. 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, Sc. Louis, Missouri 63105 
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THE NEWMAN SPECIMEN OF THE CONFEDERATE HALF DOLLAR 


In 1879 E.B. Mason, Jr,, a Philadelphia coin dealer, 
advertised for ra^^jt^oins and was contacted hy Dr,B,F,Taylor, 
who, in 1861 , had'^l^n chief coiner of the New Orleans Mint, 
Taylor had a Confattlferate half dollar and the Confederate re- 
verse die from which it was struck, Taylor sold them to 
Mason, who sold them to J, W, Scott for $310,00, Scott, 
assisted by his associate, David Proskey, arranged to use a 
screw press to make restrikes from the die. Through advertis- 
ing, 500 standard United States half dollars dated I 86 I from 
the^New Orleans mint were obtained and the reverses machined 
smooth on a lathe. In Scott* s letter to purchasers of restrikes 
he states that in making the first silver restrike the die 
cracked at the edge so .they banded the die to keep it from 
further cracking} that they then determined to use the die 
to strike 500 aluminum pieces with J,W, Scott's advertising 
card on the other side, as this would be less likely to damage 
the die further} that after striking the 500 aluminum pieces 
they were able to strike the 500 re strikes on the silver half 
dollars} and finally that after the 500 were completed the die 
was softened and defaced by a file out and offered for sale by 
Scott for $50#00, Two brass splash pressings were made of the 
defaced die. The die was sold by Lyman H, Low of Scott Stamp 
& Coin to Chapman for |31«00 at the Herman sale on June 2?, ^ 

1893 , and by Chapman to Judson Brenner who had it in 1910*, '■ 


The original 

ver tised 
lector' s 
$ 870 , 00 , 
the coin 
in on reserve, 
retained by the owners 


Taylor Confederate half dollar was ad- 
for sale for $1000 in the December, 1879 Coin Col- 
Journal and was sold in 1882 by Scott at auction for 
On March 11, 1910 Thomas L, Elder allegedly sold 
at auction for $3750,00 but apparently it was bid 

At auctions in the next few years it was again 
at a reserve price. In 19lU it was 
exhibited at the American Numismatic Society as belonging to 
Edgar H. Adams. In 1918, Proskey, having acquired both the 
coin and the damaged die, sold them to J, Sanford Saltus for 
$3,000.00. On July 30, 1918, Saltus gave the coin to the 
American Numismatic Society, Chapman had the die in 1919 
and said in his Nov. 17, 1932 Sale (Lot 762) that Saltus pre- 
sented it to the City Museum in New Orleans and Philpott 
states it- ^ museum in Louisiana to the best of his 

ie has never been located in recent years. 


re 0 oils The^ 

^aiV- 4 '!pipiiifmeiraa^ specimen was found in circulation by Marks 
Jacob's of Hon dout. New Tork, about I 88 O when he received it in 
change at a bank. It was brought to public attention in the 
June, 1910 Numismatist due to the publicity given by Elder 
to the sale of the Taylor specimen. The Newman specimen was 
sold, apparently by Elder, to H. 0. Qranberg, of Oshkosh, 
and later was acquired by Waldo Newcomer^' of Baltimore. 
Newcomer *s half dollar collection was sold intact to Col, 
E.H.R, Green in the 1930s and sold about I 9 UI by the Green 
Estate to B.G. Johnson, of St, Louis, and subsequently sold 
to Newman. The Newman specimen is described in the January, 
1951 Numismatist, 


The following points show the Newman specimen to be 

genuine : 

1, It shows substantial wear and its weight is never- 
theless 190 - 1/2 grains which is 5 - 1/2 grains more than any of the 
restrikes and only 1— 3/U grains less than the American Numis- 
matic Society's specimen which is in proof condition. 


2. It has perfect edge milling which no restrike has 
because in making restrikes the edge was crushed against a 
smooth collar by the pressure of the screw press. 
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3 * The field of the obverse is perfect. The flat field 
portions of the obverse of all restrikes are strained and rippled 
from pressure, because 1861 obverses were placed on a wooden 
block when re strike^§|[e re coined since no obverse die was obtain- 
able. AMjt' 

Uo There are no edge die breaks on the reverse® All of 
the restrikes and aluminum cards have breaks in the die which 
Scott encountered in making the first restrike. These breaks are 
on the edge beading opposite the space between BR in AMERICA and 
on a bead opposite L of DOL® 

5 ® There are no lumps caused by rust spots in the die® 

All aluminum cards and restrikes have rust spots in various places 
on the Confederate die, particularly a group of small spots within 
and under the left side of the Liberty cap. The rusting occurred 
during the period between 1861 when the originals were struck and 
1879 when the restrikes were made. Rust spots can be removed by 
tooling restrikes and the outline of the back base line of the 
Liberty cap must be carefully examined as rust spots cover a portion 
of this line. 

6 . It properly has an obverse die break from the nose * 
to the border just as the American Numismatic Society's speci- 
men has and which is Beistle obverse 5 * The restrikes are on v 
1861 United States half dollars from the New Orleans mint gathered 
at random and the obverse from the correct die was used on only 

a portion of them® 

7. Its reverse is smooth and shows no tool marks® The 
reverse of the restrikes show the circular tool marks caused by 
the tool in smoothing down the reverse® 

8 . The wear shows that it was carried as a pocket piece 
or was in circulation® Whether it was the Jefferson Davis specimen 
is not certain, but Davis did carry a Confederate half dollar 
with him. In answer to Scott's inquiry, Davis wrote on May 10 , 

1879 that his half dollar was taken from his wife's belongings 

by Federal soldiers when he was imprisoned at Fort Mc^oe® 

9 * .Nein^n coin rings clearly whereas electros and 
pieces mad#^ bjri'combi^ng the shell of a genuine U.S ®1861 Half 
Dollar hartaif normal- edge reeding with the reverse of a restrike 
does not'*>’ 

10 ® No one has ever challenged the authenticity of the 

coin. 


There were only four Confederate half dollars originally 
struck at the New Orleans Mint, a screw press being used rather 
than a steam coinage press. In addition to the Taylor specimen, 
one was given to Jefferson Davis, one was given to Professor Biddle 
of the Louisiana University and one was given to Dr® E, Ames, a 
New Orleans physician. The die for the Confederate reverse was 
cut by A. H.M. Peterson pursuant to authority of the Confederate 
government and was too high in relief to be used in a regular 
steam coinage press® 


there are a substantial number of articles on 
the subject of Confederate half dollars, the following articles 
in ihe Numismatist give many of the above facts: 


VOLUME 

PAGE 

ISSUE 


9 

170 

Aug. 

1896 

18 

85 

March 

1905 

18 

175 

June 

1905 

23 

65 

March 

1910 

23 

132 

June 

1910 

32 

101 

March 

1919 

63 

I89 

April 

1950 

61 i 

61 

Jan® 

1951 


(Method of coining^ die) 
(Hestriking described) 

(New Orleans Mint History) 
(Davis letter; Elder sale) 

( Jacobs-Newraan specimen found) 
(Comprehensive History) 
(Comprehensive History) 

(N ewraan specimen described) 
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The Coin Collector's Journal has the following information: 


VOLUME 

PAGE HI 

ISSUE 



IV 

91 ^ 

July 

1879 

(Picture of Confederate Half 
Dollar and announcement of its 
history and acquisition) 

IV 

In side 
back 
cover 

Septa 

1879 

(Offer for sale of original 
and restrikes) 

IV 

188 

Dec a 

1879 

(Distribution of restikes) 
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6204 Little River Turnpike 
Alexandria, Virginia 22312 



March 5, 1987 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am most grateful for your sending me the two pages of information 
on the Confederate Half Dollar. Thank you! 

The TAMS Symposium will have three speakers. I have broken down the 
speaking topics in roughly the same way in which I have tentitively 
planned to eventually write about them. 


1. Pieces which are relatively indigenous to the Confederacy while 
it was a viable entity. I quite agree with your differentiation 
between "money” and "medals" and would certainly give them a sep- 
arate written treatment. However, items such as the Beauregard and 
Davis tokens, Jackson medal. Confederate Seal, etc. are emissions 
of the same period, and so I think they can be talked about, if 
not in the same breath, then in the second breath. 

Besides the obvious factual material I am seeking, I am also int- 
erested in obtaining copies of such things as Scott’s advertisement 
to purchase the 1861-0 half dollars and his letter to purchaser’s 
of the restrikes. It’s my feeling the reproducing original mater- 
ial such as this enlivens the written presentation. 

Of course, JJF has an enormous amount of original material accumu- 
lated about all of these pieces. However, since he plans (only 
the Lord knows when) to write about them someday, he has not been 
very forthcoming with any gems of information he might possess. 
However, I expect that with a little work, I too can find out to 
whom Lester Merkin sold his half dollar and where all elevenji of 
the cents now repose. 


2. Pieces issued during the Compromise and Civil War periods indicating 
sympathy with the Confederate cause. This area is comprised* primar- 
ily of a few political pieces, Wealth of the South and Civil War 
tokens. Arguably this material is one step removed from that des- 
cribed above. Certainly, it is not as historically important. How- 
ever, there is a relationship to the Confederacy and there are prob- 
ably more collectors in this area than in the other two combined. 


3. 


Pieces 
Dav is 
really 


of a military nature. Most prominant is, of course, the 
Guard Medal. Beyond that, there really isn’t much of a 


contemporary nature. 


There are, however, 


quite a number 



of items issued to veterans which, to my knowledge, have never been 
catalogued as an entity. I am speaking of UCV badges, Southern Cross 
of Honor, the various Society badges and the like. Most of the coll 
ectors of this material are in the military field and there doesn’t 
seem to have been much cross-fertilization or exchange of information 
with those of us who are primarily numismatists. 

Since I don’t know what kind of resources in these areas you have 
accumulated through the years, I have taken the trouble to sketch a 
bit more broadly the breadth of my interests. I do appreciate your offer 
to talk with me on the phone. I certainly plan to take advantage of 
that just as soon as I immerse myself in the material a bit more so that 
I can ask intelligent questions. 

Sin 



P Residential 

Coin and Anti'qae Co. Inc. 

6204 Little River Turnpike Alexandria, Virginia 22312 


H. JOSEPH LEVINE 
703 - 354-5454 



March 16, 1987 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

T am happy to be able to offer you the following Missouri tokens 
(by Fuld Numbers) : 


400A-la VG/F with porous surfaces $400.00 
880A-lb VF 400.00 
910A-la Brown Unc . 125.00 
910A-3a XF 80.00 
910A-4a Red Unc. 175.00 
910B-la XF 225.00 
910B-4a XF/AU 275.00 
910C-la R&B Unc. 50.00 


According to the rumor mill (Bill Anton), Lester sold his half dollar 
to Mrs. Norweb . 

Hope you find something in the above that you like. I’ll look for- 
ward to hearing from you. 






3 / 18/87 


Thank you for the catalogs. I notice the Indian Peace Medal in them. 

You are, I believe, going to send me the article on the slave tokens 
and a list of the Missouri Civil War Tokens. 

Enclosed is a photocopy of the famous Confederate Half Dollar advertisement. 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Aiissouri 63105 
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